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excessively glorified? ,
ennium, . - -There is not hecessarily a problem with
sof peo- thisif it didn’t become an obsessian, the only

way to live, and the only profession to the ex-

The problem is with the whole sequence of
~ events that precede and follow the pageants,
" that glorify them to such an extent that they

cliasion of other much more important ones. -

Karn

leave most women thinking of them as the
only thing to crave for in life. The girls will

now still go around wearing suffocating’

clothes that hide even a fraction of skin, but
will now bare their bodies at the ‘right’ occa-
sion, and no thought will be given to the
paradox. . . o :
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Many more very young womnen will end

“up in beauty parlours (and even at the cos-

metic surgeons)) instead of libraries, anorex-
ic instead of eating healthy, improving-the

superficial rather than the soul. This is the -
motivation that over-glorification of the’
pageants gives, and it does so by exploiting -

‘and heightening self-contempt. A couple of

. girls, for sure, will win the pageants but will

" leave millions wayward, blind to reason,
‘inisguided and shattered. o

" Over-glorification of the p'agéaﬁi;s, if it

LA carries on, will Jeave us with a new caste
- system of the beautiful and the ugly. It will.
‘no more be *beauty lies in the eyes of the be- .

holder’ but "beauty lie§ in the eyes of the
Miss World and Miss Universe organisa-
ns’. The-ugly will hate themselves and
ill do the’‘menial jobs — all in the non-
auty industry, that is. The beautiful will
live a scary life of aging, evertrying to meét

. thie standards set by the'more beautiful com-

ing in." As Anita Roddick of The Body Shop-
will 'say, there are -only eight women. with a -
perfect figure, and they are the super-mod-
éls. But how many-of us can take such a bal-
anced view'of life? - .. - . .
.. It’s about accepting thereality of what -
the pageants actually are, to avoid their cor- " -
rupting influence. Firstly, the exposure that
the pageants get.should come down to bring
them to the level they rightly belong to. They .
are about flesh (and yes; nothing is; wrong .
with it); money, glamour and the good old at;

ntion.. Let’s all énjoy ogling ‘and why not, »

iP5 fun, biit let's niot, be hypocritical about .

Secondly, it's/tiot, about the poor: this is not
even 'worth: an explanation. Thirdly, the.
‘competitiveness of the pageants is more

~about Tuck than even the flesh. -

. Acceptance of the reality will save mil-
lions from living shattered dreams. It's good

“for the wornen who win, they make alot of
money,. so do winners of "Kaun Banega

~Crorepati’. And like the latter, pageantsare -
" riot a caxeer: only two make it in the world =

every year with all the “ifs and buts’. The
protagonist and the cynics; all will then en-*
joy the.beaut without leaving victims on the .
way.‘, . ‘.. . I‘. P
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