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i everal decades aftel'cl left -
: India — [a 1947 — I am
5 now irying to gel back my
" & bearvings .on the society of my
eloved country before I return
‘back’ fo- witness some of the
most_ pleasant changes now
4 taking place there. When I left
& India, t vsas one of the better-
deveioped countries in Asia —
better than Singapore. While I
fail to completely understand
3 the virtual absence of India in
#. the world scene, I do understand
%‘; «hat it'is a big international con-
spiracy v undermine the supe-
rigrity nf India a5 a civilisation,
From' what little contact
through the speeches of Indian
politicians that [ have had; [
“know that it's now the world’s
7 larges. producer of wheat, the
¢ largest secular democracy, etc.
etc.. Wonder why the world is
' not all praise for India — if at
all tney know much about it,
thatis ? I keep telling them that
our shar- in the world trade is
. +less than one per cent just be-
catse we are so self-sufficient
thai we don’t care to exporl.
- Tha! we have no one hungry
left, that Indians all live in
peace, that the caste system
does not exist anymore. They

cabout in India.. I
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laugh at me.

Just heard some
great things about a
revolution Ashok
‘Singhal is bringing

have heard that he
has pledged, and
so has his organi-
sation, that he
would lay the foun:
dation for . a =~
stronger, more con-
fident India on 15
March at Ayodhya.
He must be a per-
fectionist. All the
advancements that
I know that have
taken place in India
the nuclear
bomb, the Agni
missiles, the satel- .
lite launches — for sure make
it one of the most developed
couniries in the world. Bui
then like everywhere, though to
alesser degree, some problems
remain.
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the voter adversely.
_This stralegy also.
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What Mr Singhal has pledged
has - no precedent  — he has -
pledged to remove whatever lit- -
tle poverty, accommodation
.problem India is left with. e
has. I have heard, promised to
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starl the end of the establish-
ment of Ramrajya. What a
commendable pledge! This is
the kind of jikad 1 belicve in.
As 1'say, the envious west-
er ners [Ir_m t like to see India in

The 06 43 wrwa U8 ke gy

T arthat theivoter leses

its. The result is

EYRN S )

IS ST = E o i LAt 1]

boaais £Fus dores Gl Flaaba g abowtay be e el AU i ans b WA e
the country to progect the. hureauuaty and fo-
'!!?iglmlweswmm 1o pyeb aadle ahl i 1

Lasyer ot

P .~g

pan l' .an u ']i '\:'

| Jayaht.Bhandari'cbmments on a man well ahead of his times

positive light. Will

they say that the
millions who are
congregating in

start construction

I keep telling that
they we are ro-
mantic, mystical
people. Our first
Prime Minister
used to call big
socml enterprlses

“temples” of the
new India. Like
him, Mr Singhal
~and his huge fol-
lowing, called kar-
sevaks. are pro-
viding completely
free’ community
services to India, They will not
stop until every Indian has a
house, a place of study, a clean
well-equipped hogpital, a place
to work.

But the eynical westerners
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you believe- that

Ayodhya are to’

of a huge temple?.

think thaftu.mlli%ln'ﬁhu} ie'a fg
natic. They are taking his words

. oo literally. Naive. After all théy.
‘have no culture of such a mais-
‘sive commitment to selﬂess

community service.
My only complaint is that I\?lr

: Singhal ‘had to demdlish:! ia
_mosque. to start the first tem
ple” — 1 guess what will bl?

huge placp to provide shelte

‘the poor old widow women/ I
:know India is full of religious
.places but for sure they could

find good empty place to start
the new schools, hospitals, |
Anyway, [ believe that J]'xe

‘wanted 1o send a very strong

and firm message that we be-
lieve that God lives in the heprt

~of people, and since we already

have so many religious places
we needed no more. I can relate
to-his brave step but then it
might just antagonise those
who are still not as open mind-
ed as Mr Singhal is. He is $0
ahead of the times!

1 have promised m\“-.rllf tu
send a big cheque to the VHP
and their committed soldiers by
the next post, with all my best
wishes. God bless him. [ will jein
him soon, in his levoluuon, I
guess.
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